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AI’INOUNCER: 


“Uncle  Sam’s  Fores  Re,ng8rs“ 

MUSIC:  Quartet,  Rs^nger*  s Song*. 

AHUOUl'ICERs  ?/here  there  is  any  danger  in'frolved  in  our  everyday 
activities  most  of  us  are  ordinarily  careful*  But  sometimes  we  forget 
to  be  careful  and  the  consequences  we  suffer  serve  as  a reprimando  In 
the  National  Forests  the  greatest  of  all  dangers  if  fireo  During  the 
fire  season,  you  may  see  signs  warning  against  carelessness  wdth  camp 
firee,  matches,  cigarettes,  cigars,  and  burning  pipe  tobacco*  Because 
of  these  warnings  most  of  us  exercise  a certain  amount  of  precaution* 

But  sometimes  we  forget  and  throw  a burning  cigarette  or  match  from  the 
.car,  while  driving  in  wooded  country*  We  go  on,  trusting  to  luck  that 
nothing  will  happen*  But  that  one  thoughtless  act  has  caused  innumerable 
forest  fires  And  such  carelessness  may  cause  more  destruction  than  a 
century  can  repair© 

You  remember  that  last  w^eek  Ranger  Jim  Bobbins  risked  his 
own  life  to  save  a group  of  men  who  7/ere  trapped  by  a sudden  rush  of 
flames  while  the2^  were  fighting  a forest  fire  on  the  Pine  Cone  national 
Forest*  Jim  was  so  badly  blinded  by  heat  and  smoke  that  he  has  been 
under  the  care  of  a doctor  and  has  had  to  keep  his  eyes  bandaged  ever 
since*  Despite  his  illness,  he  is  attempting  to  carry  on  his  vrork  as 
much  as  possiblej,  and  we  find  him  in  the  office  now,,  with  Jerry  Quick, 
the  Assistant  Ranger  — 
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JERRY: 

JIM: 

JERiiY: 

BESS: 

JIM: 

BESS: 

JIM: 


BESS: 

JIM; 

BESS; 

j iivi  * 

BESS: 

JIM: 

BESS  5 
JIM; 

BESS: 

JERRY: 


(FADING-  IN)  l®ve  got  the  report  on  the  fire  done,  J^m.. 
That^s  fine,  Jerry^  Sit  down  here  beside  me  and  we’ll 
go  over  Ito 

Okey«  I think  I got  everything  filled  in^ 

(OFF)  Oh,  Jim  — 

Yes,  Bess? 

(FADING-  IN)  Did  you  enjoy  your  lunchj  Jim? 

Huh?  — Ohj,  you  bet  I didj  Bess  It  sure  hit  the  spote 
But  — oh  — ■ I wasn’t  awful  hungry,  I ate  a big 
breakfast  you  know., 

Why^  Jim,  you’ve  hardly  touched  your  food^, 

0h_,  I ate  plenty,  Bess.-. 

Jim,  dear,  you’ve  got  to  eat  more.  Doctor  Peters  told 
you  that  this  morning. 

I’ll  make  up  for  it  at  supper  You  just  watch  me.. 
Couldn't  you  eat  some  of  the  pea,ohes? 

Not  right  now.  Just  save  'em  for  me  and  1*11  eat  ’em 
for  supper 

Wellp  I’ll  take  your  tray  then*. 

Say,  BesSo  there’s  no  use  bothering  to  bring  my  grub  to 
me  on  a tray,,  like  I was  an  invalido  I can  eat  at  the 
table  with  you  and  Jerry  from  now  ono 
(EliQPHATICALLY)  It's  not  the  least  bit  of  troubler  And 

t 

Doctor  Peters  said  you  must  get  all  the  rest  you  can a 
(EARNESTLY)  You  gotta  take  it  easy,  Jirao  If  you  don't 
rest  like  the  Doc  told  you,  how  can  you  expect  to  get 
back  in  shape? 
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JIMS 


BESS; 


TT**T  • 
V J.iUi  O 


BESS; 

JERRY; 


JIM; 


JERRY: 

BESS; 

JERRY; 

BESS; 


But  all  I do  is  sit  here  in  this  chair  all  day  long  with 
ray  eyes  bandaged  up  so  I®ra  blind  as  a bat®  I get  more 
tired  doin®  nothing  than  I would  if  I put  in  a day's  v/ork® 
Whyj,  Jim,  you’re  never  still  a minute.  If  you  aren*t 
working  with  Jerry  you’re  trying  to  do  something  else* 

And  now  you’ve  got  the  Federal  Commissioner  coming  up 
here  today® 

But  I had  to  do  it^  Besso  You  wouldnH  let  me  go  to  the 
Commissioner’s  office,  so  I asked  him  if  he  wouldn't 
come  here^ 

But  Jerry  could  have  gone  in  your  place,  couldn't  he? 

I could  act  for  you,  Jimc  When  the  Commissioner  gets 
here  you  could  tell  him  you  don't  feel  like  sitting  in 
on  the  hearing® 

I'd  like  to  have  you  with  us  anyway ~ Jerry.  But  after 
the  Commissioner's  come  all  the  way  up  here  from  Willow 
Gleti^  just  so  I could  be  present  at  the  hearing,  I reckon 
I*d  better  go  through  with  it,- 
But  suppose. that  fella  Curtiss  gets  rough® 

Who ' 8 that , J erry? 

John  Curtiss®  He's  the  fella  that  started  the  fire,  the 
one  we’re  going  to  questiono 

I thought  you  were  only  seeing  the  Commissioner  about 
some  everyday  matter,  Jira«  I didn't  know  you  were  going 
to  question  the  man  Who  started  it®  You  shouldn't  try 
to  do  anything  like  that  nov/o 
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BESSs 


JIM; 

BESSs 

JIMS 


JERRY; 

JIM; 

JERRY s 
JIMS 
JERRY s 

JIM; 
JERRY; 
JIM; 
JERRY s 
JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 


Don't  you  worry  about  me,  Bess^,  It's  only  that  the 
Commissioner  has  to  decide  about  prosecution,  and  what 
court  the  ca.se  will  go  to« 

Of  course  you  know  bestc  But  couldn't  it  wait  until  you 
get  well? 

It  wouldn't  be  wise  to  delay  it,  Besso 

All  right y Jim^  (FADING)  I'll  be  in  the  kitchen  if  you 

v/ant  meo 

My  bein'  on  the  sick  list  is  worse  for  Bess  than  it  is  - 
for  rae« 

It's  a good  thing  it  doesn't  happen  very  often« 

I've  alv/ays  been  pretty  lucky.  Reckon  I've  got  no 

complaints  cornin' q 

Are  you  comfortable,  Jim? 

Fines 

Your  bandages  all  right?  Doc  said  we  could  loosen  the 
outside  one  if  it  hurt  your  heado 
It's  all  rights  What  time  is  it? 

Ten  minutes  after  one^ 

Is  it  that  la. te?  The  Commissioner  ought  to  be  here<> 
Yeah,  he  said  one  o'clock 

Maybe  he's  having  trouble  getting  hold  of  Curtiss  to 
bring  him  up  here^ 

He  said  he's  see  the  Sheriff  about  it.? 

V/ho  arrested  Curtiss;  do  you  know? 

The  Sheriff  and  one  of  his  deputies© 

Did  he  make  any  fuss  about  it? 
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■S'  c.'  ei  o 


JERRY? 

JIM: 


JERRY J 


JIM: 


JERRY: 

JIM: 


He  was  pretty  sore,  I guess s 
I wonder  what  court  the  case  will  go  to« 

Whatever  it  is^  I hope  they  give  him  the  maxiaume  They 
oughta  soch  it  to  him  plenty  for  starting  that  fire® 

I know  how  you  feelp  son®  But.no  matter  what  you  and  I 
think  about  it^  we  have  to  present  the  facts  of  the  case^, 
not  our  feelings  about  it^ 

Yeah  -»»=’-  I get  it,  Jim^. 

I‘ve  got  to  depend  on  you  to  keep  things  running  smoothly 
since  I can't  see  what's  going  on< 


JERRY:  Okayr- 

( KNOCKING  ON  DOOR) 


JIM:  That  must  be  the  Commissioner  now^- 


JERRY:  (FADING  A BIT)  I»ll  go  see« 

(DOOR  OPENS) 

JERRY:  (OFF)  Hello p Commissioner-  Won“t  you  come  in? 

OOMIid:  (OFF  MIKE  — MIDDLE  AGSp  BRISKp  PLEASANT)  Hello,  my  boy® 

Where's  Jim? 

(DOOR  CLOSES) 

JERRY;  (FADING  IN)  He's  right  hereo 

JIM:  Hello,  Commissionerro  How's  everything? 

COMIil:  (UP)  Splendid.p  Jinio  Splendido  How  are  you  feeling  now? 

JIM:  Fine  as  can  beo  Sit  do?/no  Make  yourself  comfortable*^ 

COI€.i:  Thank  youo 

JIM:  I sure  do  appreciate  your  coming  all  the  way  up  here<> 

COIilA:  l*m  pleased  to  do  it.  Jlm.>  It's  little  enough  after  sll 

you've  done® 

We  were  lucky  to  get  out  of  it  as  well  as  we  did^, 
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COMM: 


JIM; 

GOMvI; 

JIM; 

JERRY: 

JIM; 

I 

COMM; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

COl'ffi; 

JIM; 

com; 

JIM; 

cornu 

JERRY: 

COMJci: 

JIM; 


They've  told  me  about  your  saving  that  bunoh  of  men  from 
getting  burned  up.  Jim®  I think  that  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  deeds  I*ve  ever  knowno  And  we're  all  of 
us  hoping  you'll  come  out  of  it  without  any  troubleo 
Wellp  tha.nkse  I'm  sure  I'll  be  all  right  in  no  timeo 
^.h-s-t  does  the  Doctor  say  about  your  eyes? 

Just  got  a little  too  much  smoke  in  'em^  I giiesss  NQthing 
serious o 

We're  having  an  eye  specialist  from  the  city  next  week^ 
(CHUCKLIHG-)  They're  trying  to  make  an  invalid  out  of  me® 
But  they  don't  have  much  luck®  I fool  'em  most  of  the 
time... 

That's  the  spirit^,  Jiin^ 

Wellp  now  about  this  man  Curtiss  — » 

Did  you  see  the  Sheriff^  Commissioner? 

I stopped  by  on  my  way  here..  They're  bringing  Curtiss 
up  immediately.. 

That°s  goodf. 

What  sort  of  a person  is  he? 

I don't  kno7/o  I always  figured  he  was  prettj'-  straight® 
I've  known  him  to  speak  to  for  several  years 
He's  from  Willow  Cxlenp  isn't  he? 

Yes^.  He's  with  a wholesale  grocer's  firm  there. 

Fnat ' s the  evidence  against  him? 

It's  pretty  clear  out,  Gommissionero  No  question  but 
v;hat  his  cigarette  started  the  fire® 


(KNOCK  AT  DOOR) 
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js'eige  8 


JERRY: 

(DOOR  OPENS) 

(FADIua  A BIT)  1*11  get  it- 

_ SHERIFF ; 

(OFF)  Here*s  your  man,  Jerry- 

JERRY: 

* SHERIFFS 

(OFF)  Sure,i>  Come  on  in^ 

I'll  stlcli  aground  out  h.ere.> 

JERRY: 

Oliay®  Step  Inside,  Curtiss. 

(DOOR  CLOSES) 

3 


• JERRY: 

(FADING-  IN)  This,  is  Mr<.  Lev/is,  the  UoS,  Commissioner,  and 

you  knov;  Mr  : Robbins® 

CURT: 

/ 

3 

(FADING  IN)  (MIDDLE  AGEj  SINCERE;  UNAFFECTED)  Yes,  Hello 

Mr®  Robbins® 

JIM; 

Hello p Curtiss.)  Have  a chair « 

CURT; 

Thanks®  I'm  sorry  to  hear  about  your  eyes,  l^Ir.  Robbins- 

I hope  it's  nothing  serious o 

JIM: 

1*11  be  all  right  soon,  I reckon^. 

CURT; 

Before  you  say  anything  there’s  something  I want  to  tell  • 

0 

youo 

JIM; 

What  is  it? 

CURTS 

Tliey  said  when  I was  arrested  that  I started  that  big 

3 

fure  you  h8.d  up  here. last  week©  But  they're  crazy  if 

they  say  that®  I couldn't  possibly  have  started  that 

fire® 

3 J IM : 

You  don't  think  so? 

curt: 

Of  course  not®  Now  don't  misunderstand  me..  I'd  be  willing 

o 

to  pay  for  any  reasonable  amount  of  damage  I might  have  . ^ 

caused©  But  it's  out  of  the  question  to  say  I started  a 

big  fire  like  that® 

JIM; 

You  believe  it  is? 
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CURTS 


JIMS 

CURT: 


GOIiil'.:; 

CURT; 


JERRY; 

CURT: 

JERRY; 

JIM; 

COMM: 

JIM: 

CURT: 

JIM: 

CURT; 

JIM: 


Why^  certainly^  But  what  makes  me  mad  is  the  way  I was 
arrested  for  ito  As  if  I was  a criminalo 
But  the  law  requires  it 3 Curtiss<^ 

Not  without  some  reason-  it  doesn't®  How  would  you  like 
to  be  hauled  up  by  the  sheriff  with  no  sensible 
explanation  of  any  kind?  What’ll  my  neighbors  think 
about  it? 

The  officers  who  made  the  arrest  told  you  ?7hat  the 
complaint  ?;asj  didn’t  they? 

Yesj,  they  did-.  But  it's  ridicxilouso  There's  absolutely 
no  reason  for  me  to  be  hauled  up  this  way  because  I 
might  have  dropped  a cigarette  at  the  side  of  the  road 
and  started  a brush  fire^ 

Brush  fire’ 

That's  v/hat  I saido  You  can“t  tell  me  a cigarette  stub 
can  start  a forest  fire  the  size  of  that  big  one  you  had 
Anybody  with  a grain  of  common  sense  would  know  that. 
Anybody  with  a grain  of  common  sense  would  know  better 
than  to  drop  a burning  cigarette  into  dry  brusho 
Wait^  Jerry  I want  to  ask  Mr^.  Curtiss  a few  questions^ 
Is  it  all  right  for  me  to  do  that.  Commissioner? 
Certainly^  if  you  wish  too  ' 

You  have  a family^,  haven't  youj,  Curtiss? 

Ye  Sc  V/ife  and  two  boys® 

Hov/  old  are  your  boys? 

One’s  eight  and  the  other  one's  thirteeno  The  oldest 
one’s  going  to  high  school  tbJ.s  year« 

I'll  bet  you’re  proud  of  ’em^  aren't  you? 
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CURTs 

T.hej''*r*e  pretty  smart  boys,  if  I do  say  so  myself o 

JIM: 

I reckon  they  are-.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Willow 

Clen? 

CURT: 

Sixteen  years o 

JIM: 

Have  your  own  horne  there,  do  you? 

CURT: 

^es®  V/e  built  a new  house  a couple  of  years  a,gOo 

JIM; 

Then  you  plan  to  settle  down  there,  eh? 

CURT: 

That’s  what  we  want  to  do,  yes«  My  company's  planning  to 
put  me  in  the  office  there  pretty  soon,  and  then  I won®t 

have  to  travels 

JIM: 

Miere  do  yo\i  go  for  your  vacations,  Curtiss? 

CURT: 

Well,  for  the  last  few  years.  7/e*ve  been  going  up  to 

Cloud  Lake,  in  your  National  Forest® 

JIM: 

Do  any  fishing  or  hunting  here  in  the  Forest? 

CURT: 

V/henever  I get  a chance-  I wish  I had  more  time  for  it® 

JIM: 

You  come  up  here  to  Winding  Creek  pretty  often,  don't. 

CURT ; 

you?  On  business? 

Yesc  I sell  to  Andy  G-oodraan  all  the  time,  and  A1  Perkins 

JIM: 

buys  his  grocery  supplies  from  me© 

Thej^’^re  pretty  good  accounts,  aren’t  they? 

CURT: 

Sure  they  are.  But  what’s  the  point?  What^s  all  that 

got  to  do  with  the  fire? 

JIM: 

I'll  show  yoUv>  Jerry,  will  you  let  Mr®  Curtiss  see  . the 

JERRY: 

fire  map? 

Okay,  Jim®  It’s  right  here.^ 

(MTTLE  OF  PAPER) 
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^ JIM; 
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Page  11 

Maybe  you’ll  v/ant  to  have  a look  at  it  tooj  Commissioner^ 

It's  the  map  Jerry's  made  of  the  area  that  was  burned 

in  the  fire., 

o COJilM; 

YeSj  indeed  ->-=  M-m-m-m  covered  quite  some  territory* 

JERRY; 

I'll  say  it  dido 

JIM; 

M-m-m-m®  They've  got  me  blindfolded  here  but  Jerry  “ 

JERRY; 

will  you  show  Mr®  Curtis  where  the  fire  started? 

See  the  black  X there  by  the  road? 

CURT; 

Yes® 

^ JERRY: 

That's  it® 

JIM; 

^It  was  a little  over  two  weeks  ago  that  you  had  a flat 

tire  near  that  spot.  Curtiss®  Remember?  ~ 

**  • 

^ CURT; 

Yes,  of  courseo 

' JIM; 

And  I was  going  bj?'  and  stopped  to  warn  you  about 

, CURT; 
o 

JIM; 

smoking  because  the  timber  was  unusually  dry,. 

That’s  right® 

1 have  evidence  to  show  that  after  I was  gone  you  started 

smoking  again,  and  threw  your  cigarette  down  without 

putting  it  out,, 

CURT; 

Well,  uh  ““  maybe  so®  You  see.,  I v/as  in  a hurry  to  get 

back  to  town,  and  It  was  so  hot  there  on  the  road  that 

2' 

I forgot  all  aboutit  until  I was  on  the  road  to  V/illow 

Clen© 

JERRY; 

Couldn't  you  have  gone  back  to  see  if  it  was  out? 

CURT; 

I thought  about  it®  But  there  wasn't  any  wind  then, 

and’  - uh 

JIM: 

Jerry,  show  Mr®  Curtiss  the  red  line  that  marks  the 

boundry  of  the  fire® 
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JERRY; 


CURT; 

JERKY: 

JIM: 

CURT; 

JIM: 

JERRY: 

JIM: 

^ JERRY: 
JIM: 

CURT; 

JIM; 

3 JERRY: 

0,  JIM; 
JERRY: 


All  rlght-^  This  wide  red  line  starts  near  'Rhere  the 
fire  started,  you  see,  and  goes  along  Sunset  Drive  and 
up  Cloud  Peak  herej  then  up  the  valley  on  both  sides  to 
here^ 

And  it  started  from  ■'ihere  I changed  the  tire? 

Yepo  The  i.’idnd  took  it  into  this  heavy  stand  of  timber 
beside  the  road* 

It  doesn’t  matter  how  small  a fire  is*  If  a high  wind 
gets  behind  it  there’s  no  telling  what’ll  happen^ 

But  I couldn’t  help  it  if  there  was  a high  wlnd^ 

No  — = you  couldn’to  But  you  could  help  starting  the  fire« 
If  you  hadn’t  thrown  a burning  c agarette  into  the  brush 
there  couldn’t  have  been  any  fire  for  the  wind  to  spread. 
There  are  a couple  of  points  on  the  map  that  might 
interest  Mr*  Curtiss^  Jerry-  Show  him  where  G-olden  Trail 
Tourist  Camp  used  to  be . 

All  right,  it  v/as  right  here  — see? 

It  was  a new  camp  that  we  improved  this  year..  Now  there’s 
nothing  left  of  it  but  the  remains  of  the  outdoor 
fireplaces  and  some  blackened  stumps  of  trees 
Oh  — I see.^ 

Show  him  where  Palmer’ s Ranch  was« 

That’s  it  - there  — > see?  There  was  a good  ranch  there 
on  that  spot.’.  Now  there's  only  blackened  foundations 
and  charcoal « 

A., 

Several  head  of  cattle  were  burned  not  far  from  there* 

And  several  hundred  acres  of  timber o 
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CURT: 

JERRY; 

CURTS 

JIM: 

CURT; 

ccms 
CURT ; 

JIM; 

CURT; 
JIM; 
CURT; ■ 


JIM: 

CURT; 


You  mean  — you  mean  all  that  burned  in  a fire  started 
by  my  cigarette? 

The  loss  is  a good  many  thousand  dollars* 

(INCREDULOUS)  But  it  couldn’t  have  been  that  — Mr* 
Robbins 3 I can't  believe  its, 

The  law  provides  penalties  for  starting  fores  fires 
through  negligencSj,  Mr*  Curtissn  Of  course,  the 
Commissioner  will  have  to  decide  what  — « 

(WITH  INCREASING-  FEAR  AND  EMOTION)  You  mean  I'll  — you 
men  I'm  going  to  be  treated  like  a criminal?  You  can't 
do  thato  I didn’t  start  the  fire  purposely*. 

An  act  of  negligence.  Mr<,  Curtiss,  is  — 

But  it®ll  mea^n  disgrace*  I’ll  lose  my  job*'  What’ll 
happen  to  my  family?  My  boysS  What'll  they  do?  They've 
got  to  live* 

(PAUSE  =»  THEN  QUIETLY)  Four  men  died,  fighting  this  fire 
you  started,  Mr.»  Gurtiss- 
( PAUSE)  Yes  — I know^ 

Two  of  them  had  families  like  yours® 

(PAUSE  — THEN  EAHIJESTLY)  Oh,  God,  I didn’t  mean  to  start 
the  fire”  You  know  thatj  Isn't  there  anything  I can  do 
to  — to  make  things  right?  I'll  do  anything^  Anything? 
I tell  you? 

(QUIETLY)  Now  you  see  why  I asked  you  those  Questions® 
(SOBS)  I wouldn't  have  had  it  happen  for  anything  in  the 
world®  If  I*d  only  thought® 
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JIM; 


CURTS 

MUSIC; 

ANUOUNCERS 


(QUIETLY)  But  you  didn't,  Curtiss.  And  that's  the 
answer  to  so  many  forest  fireso  Thoughtlessness^ 

Somebody  didn't  thinh.  They’re  like  you.  They  never 
mean  to  start  a fire.  They  never  mean  to.be  careless- 
But  thej’’  just  forget  — =>  Because  of  your  carelessness, 
Curtiss  because  you  didn't  think  you’ve  caused 
more  sorrow  and  trouble  then  can  ever  be  mendedo®  You’ve 
got  a faiflily  to  take  care  of,  just  like  those  men  who 
lost  their  lives  in  the  fire®  For  their  sake,  I hope 
the  Commissioner  will  recommend  leniency®  xiurting  them 
won't  bring  back  the  hundreds  of  acres  of  forest  that 
were  burned..  It'll  take  many  years  to  do  that®  We 
can’t  bring  back  the  lives  that  were  lost®  We  can 'never 
bring  them  back.  We  can  only  try  to  keep  such  things 
from  happening  again 

(^yEAKLY)  I’ll  do  everything  I can  to  make  good  what  I've 

done® 

FIKALE 

Uncle  Sam’s  Forest  Ra.ngerB  comes  to  you  every  Friday  on 
the  Farm  and  Home  Hour  as  a presentation  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company,  v;ith  the  cooperation  of  the  u%  S.. 
Forest  Service-- 
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